
Timothy ... will remind you of my way of life
in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I
teach everywhere in every church.

Paul - 1 Corinthians 4:17 (NIV) In Christ Or don’t you know that all of those who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death ... burial ... and resurrection.

Paul - Romans 6:3-5 (NIV)
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Obey the five commands
listed below and experience

your life “in Christ.”
Experience the abundant life

through living by grace.

Notice that each command is
either to believe something or
to choose to do something.

THE FIVE

COMMANDS

Believe

Romans 6:11

Reckon (believe) yourselves
to be dead to sin but alive to
God in Christ Jesus our Lord

Choose

Romans 6:12

Do not let sin reign in your
mortal body that you should

obey it in its lusts

Choose

Romans 6:13a

Do not present your members
as instruments of unrighteous-

ness to sin

Choose/Believe

Romans 6:13b

Present yourselves to God as
being alive from the dead.

Choose

Romans 6:13c

[Present] your members as
instruments of righteousness

to God.

____________

We can and should obey each of
these commands because Ro-
mans 6:3-5 teaches that all be-
lievers have been baptized into
Jesus and as a result all believ-
ers have been baptized into his
death, burial, and resurrection.

Continued on back page

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told His dis-
ciples that they were the light of the world and the
salt of the earth. Then Jesus said of Himself:

 Divine resources to make both things possible.
Jesus was God. He also was man—which is men-
tioned several times in the Scriptures. He came to
live as a man. So how can Jesus and His disciples
live life on such lofty levels?

In John 14:17 Jesus says to His disciples:

RESOURCE FOR
RIGHTEOUSNESS

By David Kuykendall

“Do not think that I came to
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I
did not come to destroy but to
fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you,
till heaven and earth pass away,
one jot or one tittle will by no
means pass from the law till all is
fulfilled.”  Matthew 5:17-18

Jesus’ statement that He did not come to destroy
the law was probably made because of the possibil-
ity of how the disciples would interpret what He
would say in verse 20. That verse reads:

For I say to you, that unless your
righteousness exceeds the right-
eousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means
enter the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus then announced to His disciples that their
spiritual requirements were higher than those in the
written law. For example, not only must they not
commit adultery, but they must not even look upon
a woman to lust for her. To do so one would commit
adultery in his heart.

Jesus also said to His disciples that they were not
to be angry without cause, or divorce unless adul-
tery had been committed, or swear by oaths, or to
get revenge. And they were to love their enemies.
In all six of these commands Jesus is lifting the
spiritual responsibilities of His disciples above the
written law.

Then in chapter six of the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus says that His followers are not to do alms,
pray, or fast with the motive of getting attention
from others.

When Jesus said that He would keep every jot and
tittle of the law and that His disciples were to live
above the written law, He knew there was a need for

… the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it
neither sees Him nor knows Him;
but you know Him, for He dwells
with you and will be in you.

Jesus must surely mean that the Holy Spirit was in
Him when He spoke the words “He dwells with
you.”

Several times Jesus said that the Father was in Him.
John 14:10 is one of those passages. He says:

Do you not believe that I am in the
Father, and the Father in Me? The
words that I speak to you I do not
speak on My own authority; but the
Father who dwells in Me does the
works.

Jesus testifies that the Spirit and His Father live
within Him. That is why He, as a man, could fulfill
every jot and tittle of the law.

Jesus not only lived out the moral law, He became
the fulfillment of the ceremonial law. Consider the
words in Colossians 2:16-17.

So let no one judge you in food or
in drink, or regarding a festival or
a new moon or sabbaths, which are
a shadow of things to come, but the
substance is of Christ.

We are enlightened in Romans 8:3-4 concerning the
ability of the disciples of Jesus to live on the high
spiritual plane that He had set forth for them in the
Sermon on the Mount.
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For what the law could not do
in that it was weak through the
flesh, God did by sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, on account of sin: He
condemned sin in the flesh, that
the righteous requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us who
do not walk according to the
flesh but according to the
Spirit.

Jesus knew heaven’s plan for His disciples
when He said that their righteousness
should exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees. He knew that His
Kingdom would be made up of people who
had been born of the Spirit and in whom
the Spirit of God dwells. And He knew that
when His disciples continued to receive
the filling of the Spirit, they would experi-
ence the higher-than-law righteousness.

Because it is the Spirit-filled person who
lives the life that Jesus taught, the com-
mands in the Sermon on the Mount are in
perfect harmony with the command found
in Ephesians 5:18 for believers to be con-
tinuously filled with the Spirit.

It is through living out our oneness with
Christ through our spiritual crucifixion,
burial, and resurrection by continually
obeying the commands of Romans 6:11-13
that the disciples of Jesus continue to  ex-
perience the Spirit-filled life.

Two key verses of Scripture that are impor-
tant in understanding the filling of the Spirit

are John 4:14 and Galatians 5:17. In John 4:14
Jesus is speaking to the woman at the well,
and He says:

“… whoever drinks of the water
that I shall give him will never
thirst. But the water that I shall
give him will become in him a
fountain of water springing up
into everlasting life.”

The water Jesus speaks of is the Holy Spirit.
Jesus’ statement that the water is like a
fountain springing up is a picture of the
Spirit of God continuously seeking to fill
the life of the believer. This fact clearly elimi-
nates the thought that the believer must
deserve the filling of the Spirit. The Spirit’s
desire to fill us is greater than our desire to
have the filling.

Galatians 5:17 reads:

For the flesh lusts against the
Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary to
one another, so that you do not
do the things that you wish.

When one considers John 4:14 along with
Galatians 5:17, he sees that believers are filled
with the Spirit when the barrier of the flesh is
removed.

When we experience our crucifixion, we keep
our flesh out of power and remove the bar-
rier to our being filled with the Spirit.

A Christian leader speaking to a group of
pastors asked, “How many of you guys are
Christians?” Quickly and enthusiastically
they all raised their hands. Then he asked,
“How many of you are filled with the Holy

Spirit? Two of the group feebly raised their
hands.

Then the leader said something like, “Some
of you guys did not raise your hands be-
cause you felt it would be bragging to say
you are filled with the Spirit.”

He followed that statement with:

“You do not deserve to be filled with the
Spirit anymore than you deserve to be a
Christian.”

In the spirit of those words, why not re-
ceive the filling of the Spirit right now and
permit Him to live out a life of righteous-
ness through you?

In a church filled with the Holy Spirit, God
will live out His righteousness through the
members. It would be impossible for a church
filled with the righteousness of God to have
conflicts between the members and divi-
sions throughout the church.

In addition to those blessings, in a church
filled with the Holy Spirit the pastor would
not have need of motivating the members to
have an evangelistic and missionary Spirit.

They will all be highly motivated by a much
higher power.


